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This Full Moon infroduces
us to Scorpio’s hidden
realm, with the poten-
tial for psychological
insights and accom-
panying revelations.

A few days after

this Full Moon, Pluto

stations retrograde, inviting us

to look more deeply within. This

is an opportunity to spend fime
in quiet reflection.

Scorpio and Pluto are
passionate and intense. Much is
happening deep down, out of
sight, but nevertheless, if we fo-
cus, deeper feelings can be re-
vealed, sometimes subtly, and
sometimes through powerful
displays of emotion. Secrets can
be revealed.

Mercury and Chiron are
in a ftight conjunction now,

SCORPIO FULL MOON

which could highlight misunder-
standings and communication
issues. This is also a time for heal-
ing. When there is a communi-
cation issue, it's often because
we fail to listen, or when people
have different values or per-
spectives. Chiron-Mercury pro-
vides a way to heal these con-
nections.

Juno is close to Pluto, stir-
rng passionate encounters and
deepening loyalty and bonds.

The north node sits at the
midpoint of Pluto-Juno and Sat-
urn-Neptune offering us a path-
way towards substantial con-
nections that are potentially
long lasting.

Full Moon 2 May 20246
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i a comprehensive guidebook for
writers. A blend of creativity,

cosmic wisdom and practical ad-

How to create complex characters
and write compelling stories.

vice, Michele Finey shows you
how to develop authentic charac-
ters and meaningful storylines.

Whether you’re crafting complex
heroes, unforgettable villains, or
emotionally charged stories, the
timeless language of astrology
offers you a deep well of symbol-

ic insight to draw from.

FEWE SN O DER NOW

Learn how planetary archetypes, zodiac signs and

astrological aspects can help you:

«  Build multidimensional characters with authentic inner lives
. Map character evolution to cycles of development
. Deepen your understanding of motivation, conflict and relationships

. Infuse your narrative with universal resonance and mythic depth

Suitable for writers of all levels and genres.
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ASTRO LIBRARY
BOOK REVIEW

for

How to create complex characters
and write compelling stories.

Michele Finey

Reviewed by
Brian Clark

Michele Finey, Astrology for
Storytellers, Busybird Publishing,
Victoria: 2025, 238 pages.

ichele Finey describes her
M newest book “as a guidebook

for writers of fiction”. And
why not — the archetypal language of
astrology brilliantly characterises all the
personalities, encounters, circum-
stances and locales of life, developing
and revealing them on the backdrop of
astrological time. As a seasoned practi-
tioner and researcher of astrology,
Michele knows the astrological language
fluently. But as a writer, she knows how
to shape these archetypal images into
timeless tales. Therefore this book is
useful for astrologers, as she shows us
how to amplify the narratives, settings
and situations that underpin astrologi-
cal symbols.

In the first section, Fundamental
Principles, Michele illustrates how a
planetary symbol can be used to clothe
a character or shape their personality.
This is followed by sculpting planets into
characters in the story of life. The signs
signal the style, temperament, settings,
themes and genres woven into the plot.
She shows us how planetary symbolism
assists to develop the uniqueness of per-
sonality and to use a planet’s cycle for
both timing and deepening of character.
Qualities of the signs are differentiated

How to ereate complex characters
and write compelling stori

to animate the personalities.

This section explores Jospeh Camp-
bell’s monomyth — the hero’s journey as
a pattern of life. Later, Michele returns
to this template in Section 3 when pre-
senting aspects as stages in the life
cycle. This section, Relationships and
Conflicts, introduces us to 16 phases of
the heroie journey as storylines unfold-
ing through the eycle of aspects.
Outlining the :thlh harmonic aspects,
Michele demonstrates how each aspect
can be used to develop relational
themes, or the appearance and disap-
pearance of certain relationships and
characters. This is also a great way for
astrologers to imagine a dialogues that
might occur with certain aspects, while
writers can visualize a spectrum of pos-
sible conwversations and circumstances.

I appreciated the inclusion and re-
minder of Joseph Campbell's work, as
well as Michele’s psychological ap-
proach to the elements, which is the
second section of the book — Character
and Psychology. The four elements, hu-
mours and Jung’s psychological types
illaminate the fourfold patterning of
temperament. It is always helpful to be
reminded of the elements and qualities
as foundational stones of the horoscope.
Examples of this four-fold character
pattern are taken from well known
movies and TV shows to demonstrate
how characters can typify one of the ele-
ments, allowing us to picture how the
clash of elements creates spontaneously
engaging dialogues.

Section 4, Generational and Histori-
cal Influences, uses Neptune and Pluto
cycles to tell the soeial and political
times, and the generational impact upon
the charaeter’s worldview. What a pow-
erful resource for a writer to frame their
character’'s times and influences. As-
trologers are encouraged to appreciate
these larger planetary influences on the
storylines of our and our client’s lives.

Michele rounds out this engaging
manuscript with some stellar word
tables showing us how much of our lan-
guage has cosmological roots, plus
useful tables, gunides and notes. This
book serves as a great resource and re-
minder that astrologers are also
storytellers.



TAURUS NEW MOON

This is a potent Super-
moon, with a host of
close aspects vying
for attention.

Chiron has

been in the frame for

a while now, forging a

host of conjunctions

with other planets. This trend

confinues, which ftells us that
healing is an ongoing process.

Mars and Chiron are now
linked in a very fight conjunc-
tion, so personal wounds may
be cut open. There might be no
way to avoid exposing them,
but this aspect also ensures we
take action to heal. The sextile
from Venus will assist this pro-

cess and facilitate healing con-
nections and relationships.

Mercury and Uranus
reach a conjunction shortly af-
ter this New Moon, providing
flashes of insight and an abun-
dance of creative ideas.

Meanwhile, Ceres joins
the Sun and Moon in Taurus,

which focuses our attention on
the environment.

Taurus New Moons are
typically associated with deter-
mination, staying power and
resilience. With earth goddess
Ceres so close by, there is a
powerful agenda and focus on
environmental matters.

New Moon 17 May 20246
Event Chart
17 May 2026, Sun
6:00:59 am AEST -10:00
Melbourne, Australia
37°S49' 144°E58'
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Tropical
0° Aries
True Node




How will the
stars influence
your world

in 2026?
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This is the second Full
Moon  this  month
which is known as a
Blue Moon.

There is no par-
ticular astrological sig-
nificance to  Blue
Moons, which happen

every few years or so.

Ceres and Uranus are
close to the Sun, offering scope
for breakthroughs and new ide-
as around environmental heal-
ing. There is a square to the
nodal axis, suggesting these
concepts will not be easy to im-
plement. Anything new gener-
ally involves a challenge and
encounters opposition at first,

il

SAGITTARIUS FULL MOON

Venus and Hygiea are
together in Cancer, initiating
healing around relationships,
especially around domestic
and family fies. Jupiter is close
enough to assist in creating har-
mony and goodwill.

Juno is close to Pluto and
is at a virtual standstill, squaring

Mars. This fixed square suggests
a degree of tension. The Moon
is sextile Juno, but Mars is quin-
cunx, so there could be some
unexpected developments
which are difficult to work
through. With some ftricky as-
pects to manage, try to focus
on clear communication.

Full Moon 31 May 20246
Event Chart
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The Test of Time The Sacred Dance of

Exploring Stationary Planets Venus and Mars

Watch interview Watch interview

How should we interpret motionless planets? This book details my research into the 32-

What kinds of challenges and opportunities do year cycle of Venus and Mars.

they symbolise? The symbolic connection between the celes-

Packed with a host of fascinating case histories of tial lovers is mirrored by their interaction as

well-known people and events, The Test of Time metals copper (Venus) and iron (Mars). This

documents the phenomenon of stationary plan- passionate exchange creates life on this plan-

ets, including a range of dwarf planets and aster- et and has immense impact across social set-

oids. tings and generations.

THE TEST OF LEIME

EXPLORING STATIONARY PLANETS

MICHELE FINEY

Place an order Place an order
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For those who are just
starting their journey
into astrology, a basic
grounding in the ele-
ments and modalities
(also known as quali-
ties) is a good place
to begin.

These key components
inform a host of astrological sys-
tems and principles. Each sign
of the zodiac is a marriage of
an element (Fire, Earth, Air and

Water) and a modality. The §

three modalities are Cardinadl,
Fixed and Mutable. Let's start

by looking at the qualities §

(modalities).

Cardinal signs  (Aries,
Cancer, Libra and Capricorn)
are associated with the start of
each season. The Sun enters
these signs at the Solstices and
Equinoxes. Cardinal signs take
the inifiative and take decisive
action. They are leaders.

People with a lot of cardi-
nal energy in their birth charts
can sometimes overcommit, or
be torn between two or more
courses of action. When cardi-
nal signs clash, there can be is-
sues with who leads and who

“TH
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follows.

The Sun moves into fixed

f signs (Taurus, Leo, Scorpio and

Aquarius) at the height of each
season. These signs are known

| for their staying power, passion

and determination.

People who have a lot of
planets in fixed signs can be

| very stubborn and inflexible.

When two people who are very
fixed clash, the relationship can
become toxic and a long stale-

B mate can ensue.

The Sun moves into muta-
ble signs (Gemini, Virgo, Sagit-
tarius and Pisces) when the
weather is changing and we

B are in-between seasons. These

signs cope well with change.
They are good at mulfi-tasking
and are versatile and adapto-

f ble.

Those who have an ex-
cess of planets in mutable signs
can be highly restless and con-
stantly jump from one thing to
another. When two highly mu-
table people engage with one

B conofher, chaos can ensue, as
ll there is no firm direction or ob-

jective.



The Zodiac

Organiser

Keep all your ideas, plans, dreams
and doodles together in this easy to

use Zodiac Organiser.

Divided into 12 sections, one for each
sign of the zodiac, you'll find a place
for every aspect of your life.

From Affirmations to Adventure, from
Gardening to Gift Ideas, Home to
Health, there is a spot for everything.

Best of all, it will be easy to find your
notes again later when you need

them!

The Zodiac Organiser

Place an order

$19.95 plus postage
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